
“Vector Network Analyzer (VNA)”

A popular segment of the amateur radio hobby involves
the building or repairing of equipment. This can include
bringing  a  transceiver  back  to  life,  constructing  and
testing a project from a magazine article, or evaluating
an  antenna;  either  home  built  or  purchased.  These
activities  require  a  certain amount  of  test  equipment.
Years ago, most of the test equipment required for this
activity was expensive and out of reach for the average
amateur. Fortunately, recent technology has brought the
price  of  test  equipment  down  to  the  point  that  is
affordable to most people.

One  such  tool  beneficial  to  amateurs  is  the  Vector
Network Analyzer (VNA). Whereas the VNA used to
cost hundreds or even thousands of dollars, this piece of
equipment can be bought in the $50-$100 price range.
Common uses for the VNA include measuring antenna
Standing  Wave  Ratio  (SWR),  designing  and  testing
filters, matching impedances, determining coaxial cable
loss and length, and testing amplifiers.

Come  join  us  at  the  May  meeting  for  a  basic
understanding of this versatile piece of test equipment.

Doug Poray KC2TZC

USS New Jersey Field Trip  Is Scheduled For 9 May
2026

As discussed at our last  meeting, the Field Trip to this
historic  museum is  scheduled  for  9  May 2026.  This  is
being  done  in  celebration  of  our  country's  250th
anniversary.

OUR NEXT REGULAR MEETING:
Thursday May 7th

at 7:00 PM
Holiday City South Clubhouse A

Santiago Drive at Mule Road

www.hcarc.us May 2026 Toms River, NJ

Illustration 1: NanoVNA Network Analyzer

http://www.hcarc.us/
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We need to find out who would be interested in attending
this  event.  All  members  and  guests  are  invited.  The
museum is  located in  Camden,  NJ and the guided tour
lasts for approximately 90 minutes. Since we are a radio
club one of our main interests would be the radio room
aboard the ship. Since the radio room is only manned on
Saturdays, we have scheduled the trip for that day (May
9th 2026).  The entrance fee  for  the  museum is  $25 per
person (this includes the senior discount). Parking is $15
per vehicle; this cost could be reduced by using car pools.

Please let me know if you are interested in this event and
how  many  people  you  would  be  bringing.  Time  of
departure from the Holiday City South Parking Lot will
be discussed at  the next  meeting on Thursday,  May 7th

2026 at 7:00PM.

Regards,

Doug 

HCARC's Thursday Night Net 8:00pm

Join us on the HCARC Thursday Night Net each week
at 8:00pm. The exceptions are the 1st Thursday of the
month.

Frequency Info: 

  145.170 MHz PL of 131.8, Offset -600

Also Available using your mobile phone via EchoLink 
App: WA2RES-R Lacey 

We Say Happy Birthday To:

Jeffrey Pennel KD2DHE

And Happy Anniversary  To:

No Anniversaries this month

QSO Parties

An  easy  and  friendly  way  to  "work"  a  US  state  to
achieve Worked All States is to "work" the state's QSO
Party. The best guide on the internet to upcoming QSO
Parties is WA7BNM Contest Calendar. 

The US State QSO Parties listed for May are:
 
Arizona (7th Call Area QSO Party) 1300Z, May 2 to 

0700Z, May 3, 2026
Idaho (7th Call Area QSO Party) 1300Z, May 2 to 

0700Z, May 3, 2026
Montana (7th Call Area QSO Party) 1300Z, May 2 to 

0700Z, May 3, 2026
Nevada (7th Call Area QSO Party) 1300Z, May 2 to 

0700Z, May 3, 2026
Oregon (7th Call Area QSO Party) 1300Z, May 2 to 

0700Z, May 3, 2026
Utah (7th Call Area QSO Party) 1300Z, May 2 to 

0700Z, May 3, 2026
Washington (7th Call Area QSO Party) 1300Z, May 2 

to 0700Z, May 3, 2026
Wyoming (7th Call Area QSO Party) 1300Z, May 

2 to 0700Z, May 3, 2026
Indiana Indiana QSO Party 1500Z, May 2 to 

0300Z, May 3, 2026
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Delaware (Delaware QSO Party) 1700Z, May 2 to 
2359Z, May 3, 2026

Connecticut (New England QSO Party) 2000Z, May 2 
to 0500Z, May 3, 2026 and

  1300Z-2400Z, May 3, 2026
Maine (New England QSO Party) 2000Z, May 2 to 

0500Z, May 3, 2026 and
  1300Z-2400Z, May 3, 2026

Massachusetts (New England QSO Party) 2000Z, May 
2 to 0500Z, May 3, 2026 and

  1300Z-2400Z, May 3, 2026
New Hampshire (New England QSO Party) 2000Z, 

May 2 to 0500Z, May 3, 2026 and
  1300Z-2400Z, May 3, 2026

Rhode Island (New England QSO Party) 2000Z, May 2
to 0500Z, May 3, 2026 and

 1300Z-2400Z, May 3, 2026
Vermont (New England QSO Party) 2000Z, May 2 to 

0500Z, May 3, 2026 and
  1300Z-2400Z, May 3, 2026

At  WA7BNM  Contest  Calendar,  just  "Click"  on  the
ones that interest you to get more information.

 

“Classified Section”

1. NAME: Jeff Pennel KA2DHE
a) Contact Info: 609-668-3070
b) Equipment wanted: Small vertical TV 

antenna rotor for small Yagi. SWR Meter.

DVRA Fox Hunt Provided By Carl Lee
W2PTX
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10  th   Annual Walk to Build Provided by 
Tom Preiser N2XW 

Extracted From The Ocean County
ARES Newsletter
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Baluns Ununs Submitted By Steve
D'Onofrio N2YLO
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USCG Aux Submitted By Paul Hansen
N2QXB
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Some DX Opportunities
Opportunities shown in alphanumeric order of callsigns.
Mode codes:  3 = PSK31, 4 = JP4, 8 = JT8, C = CW, D = "digital", F = FM, O = Olivia, R = RTTY, S  = SSB,  T = Pix
Many thanks to Bill Feidt NG3K for ADXO. Also to Wikipedia, the ARRL, the RSGB, DX World, The Daily DX & QRZ.com.  

START FINISH ENTITY PFX CALLSIGN IOTA BANDS MODES QSL via  LOC*  MILES DIR INFO by

2026 Apr03 2026 May20 Rodrigues Island 3B9 3B9N AF-017 20-10m C VU3OPT LG89sw  9289 E  OPDX
2026 Apr19 2026 Jun16 Kenya 5Z4 5Z4/MM0ZBH 80-10m C S 8 LoTW KI88ks  7383 ENE OPDX
2026 Apr23 2026 May01 Lesotho 7P 7P8WR 80-10m S 8 LoTW KG30no  8052 ESE TDDX
2026 May28 2026 Jun01 Maldives 8Q 8Q7QR AS-013 80-10m C s JJ1DQR MJ64se  8765 NE TDDX
2026 May14 2026 May22 Tonga A3 A31AA OC-049? 80-6m 8 LoTW AG29ma  7689 W  TDDX
2026 Apr25 2026 May08 Gambia C5 C5C 80-10m S C S5RAV IK13uj  3939 E  OPDX
2026 Apr25 2026 May08 Gambia C5 C5D 80-10m R P 8 LoTW IK13uj  3939 E  OPDX
2026 May26 2026 Jun06 Bolivia CP CP7DX 160-2m C S 8 OQRS FG78pl  4292 S  OPDX
2026 May04 2026 May09 South Cook Is E51 E51TLM OC-013 10m C S K7TLM BG08cs  6923 WSW TDDX
2026 Apr25 2026 May01 NIUE E6 E6MGA OC-040 40-10m S D QRZ.com AH50bw  7345 WSW TDDX
2026 May05 2026 Jul20 French Polynesia FO FO/F6BCW OC-027 80-6m C S LoTW CI00lf  5370 WSW TDDX
2026 Mar25 2026 May31 Galapagos HD8 HD8R SA-004 80-10m S M0OXO EI59gc  2982 SSW TDDX
2026 Apr26 2026 May04 Ogasawara JD1 JD1BMH AS-031 40-10m C S R JG7PSJ QL17cc  7244 NNW 425DXN
2026 May08 2026 May09 Jersey MJ MJ/KO7T EU-013 17-10m C S 8 R LoTW OQRS IN89we  3470 NE TDDX
2026 May27 2026 Jun08 Bonaire PJ PJ4CB SA-006 20-10m S C WA7RAR Dir FK52uf  1950 SSE OPDX
2026 Apr17 2026 May04 Bonaire PJ PJ4TB SA-006 40-6m S 8 4 LoTW FK52ud  1956 SSE 425DXN
2026 Mar26 2026 May31 Western Sahara S0 S09S 80-10m S C EME LoTW IL34hu  3629 E  TDDX
2026 May26 2026 Jun02 Martinique FM TO3E NA-107 C LoTW FK94mp  1924 SSE AB2E
2026 May24 2026 Jun01 St Kitts & Nevis V4 V4/WW6W NA-104 C LoTW FK87oi  1706 SSE OPDX
2026 Apr11 2026 May01 St Kitts & Nevis V4 V47EM NA-104 80-10m C S LoTW FK87pg  1713 SSE OPDX
2026 May13 2026 May21 St Kitts & Nevis V4 V49B NA-104 80-10m 8 4 S c LoTW FK87oi  1706 SSE OPDX
2026 May20 2026 Jun19 Namibia V5 V5/N7XOB 40&20m S LoTW JG87nk  7279 ESE TDDX
2025 Apr01 2027 Apr01 Marshall Is V7 V73HW OC-028 80-10m S 8 KX4QD RJ39re  7244 WNW ARLD014
2026 May25 2026 Jun03 CHATHAM ISLAND ZL7 ZL7IO OC-038 160-10m C S D LoTW AE16ra  8588 WSW ZL3IO
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May
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Updated on 4/28/2026

These instructions don't print.

Luncheon 
Holiday City 

Diner

VE Session? 
6:30pm

HCARC 
MEETING 7:00 
pm see page 2

USS New Jersey 
Field Trip 

HCARC Net 8:00 
PM

Board lunch 
meeting

HCARC Net 8:00 
PM

HCARC Net 8:00 
PM
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Thank You To All Who Contributed!

Many thanks to :

Doug Poray KC2TZC,  

John Roberts KQ4WR, 

Steve Jackson N2WLH, 

Carl Lee W2PTZ,

 Steven D'Onofrio N2YLO, 

Tom Preiser N2XW 

Paul Hansen N2QXB 

and QRZ.com.

Holiday City Amateur Radio Club
Toms River, New Jersey
Web Site www.hcarc.us

President Doug Poray KC2TZC    732-928-2316
Vice President Steve Jackson N2WLH     732-255-7916
Secretary John Perry KD2NDY    732-349-2705
Treasurer Larry Puccio K2QDY    732-349-2950
Program Chair Carl Lee W2PTZ    732-575-7558
W2HC Trustee Larry Puccio K2QDY    732-349-2950

Membership is open to all interested persons. Ham
license  is  not  required.  Dues  are  $40.00  per  year,
payable Jan 1st. Members joining during the year will
have the dues prorated. Family membership $50.00
per family. 

Meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the first Thursday of
every month except December. 

Location: Meeting Room #1 in Holiday City South
Clubhouse. 

Directions:  From either  Route  37 W or  Davenport
Road, take Mule Road to Santiago Drive. Turn into
the parking lot  from Santiago Drive,  park near the
pool.  Enter  Building  A  (the  building  nearest  the
street intersection}. 

Newsletter: The SKYHOOK is the HCARC's official
newsletter, circulation about 75. Original articles and
photos are appreciated. 

Editor is Richard "Wolf" Wallace KC2ZIW 

732-575-6429  kd2ziw@comcast.net

mailto:kd2ziw@comcast.net
mailto:lpuccio071@gmail.com
mailto:w2ptz@arrl.net
mailto:lpuccio071@gmail.com
mailto:johntheforester@comcast.net
mailto:n2wlh@yahoo.com
mailto:dporay@optimum.net
http://www.hcarc.us/

